Minutes of the meeting of the Land Use and Heritage Sub-committee of the Constantia Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association held on Tuesday 30th May 2023 at 11h00

Present: Tracey Davies (Chairperson), Mike McBride, Camilla McDowell and John Hesom
1. Apologies: Isabelle Franzen and Biff Lewis. No response from Matthew Quinton. 
2. Confirmation of minutes: 

Minutes of the 5th May 2023 meeting were approved with the minor corrections requested by Tracey.      

3. Matters Arising.
4.1 Lasswade Rd MPT meeting feedback (refer item 15)
4.2 Meeting with Kier Hennessy

· Sheila Camerer has requested that the number of CRRA attendees be restricted

· Greta Pegram has indicated that she wants to attend. 

· Tracey, Camilla and possibly Biff to attend from Land Use

4.3 No.14 Ladies Mile Ext: Whether to make an oral submission at the MPT (refer item 17)
4. Erf 1064, Groot Constantia: Rezoning, Departures, TD restrictions (19June)
· John explained the LU response to the application made in January 2022. It was examined in detail at the time including discussions with the applicant. It was decided that it was a technical adjustment to the zonings etc. of what already existed. There are no physical changes planned.
· No objections

5. Erf 828, 61 Southern Cross Drive: Setback Departures (26 June)
· John pointed out that the building in question abutts the garage of the neighbouring property.

· Tracey offered to visit the property to assess the situation before any decision is made.
6. Erf 1163, 2 Welgelegen Ave: Subdivision (26 June)

· Tracey and Mike agreed to do a letter drop to neighbours.

· Tracey will then draft a response.

7. Erf 8093, 4 Ringwood Close: Zoom meeting with applicant (closed)
· This is not an application for subdivision but is to register a sectional title scheme

· The question to be answered is why the City approved building plans for 3 dwelling units when the title deed clearly states that not more than 1 is permitted.
Zoom meeting with Jacolene Bothma (JB) of Black Square Planning
· Questioned on the above, she explained that the TD restriction was with reference to agricultural buildings and not residential which is why the City approved the building plans. Also, the TD restriction was a private treaty imposed by the township developer and not the City.
· JB explained that the problem has arisen because they want to ensure there are no issues with registering a sectional title scheme.

· Tracey said that the CRRA concern was the proliferation of owners building without approval and then making retrospective applications for consent/approval.

· JB will send LU a copy of the Title Deeds.

8. Erven1676, 2933, 1877 and 1231: 4 Telecoms base stations (2 June)
· John said that the proposal to ask the various mobile network providers (mast companies and cellphone companies) for their master plans would be futile as they are unlikely to release their competitive information. All these providers do regular surveys and are unlikely to want a lease agreement for a location which is not viable.
· John tabled the most recent results from the opinion poll which was bulk emailed to members this week and posted on the CRRA website and Facebook on 31st May. In summary, 70% agree that more cellmasts are required, 68% do not object to masts in public open spaces, 52% would object to a mast on private property close to their homes.
· Tracey said that the CRRA has been struggling with how to respond to these applications because it does not make sense to object to all of them just on principle.  The survey now gives us an indication of how residents feel about new cell phone masts, which can guide us in our responses to applications 
· The positions of masts in these applications were identified on a map. It was noted that they are well spaced out, and that one of them was not within the area covered by the CRRA mandate.

· It was agreed that the survey results should be updated on 1st June and if the trend is consistent, then letters of no objection should be submitted pointing out that this is in support of the opinions of the majority of residents.
9. Erf 829, 6 Gemini Way: Heritage comment

· No objections

10. Erf 3029, Strawberry Lane proposed development: DBAR/Heritage update

· John read the latest response from the HWC case officer (Robin George) which confirmed that the matter was not on the agenda of the IACom meeting on 17th May as they were waiting for documentation from Henry Aikman. Robin George did not have the authority to extend the period for comment.

· The CRRA require confirmation from HWC for an extension of time to allow Yvonne Leibman to comment on Aikman’s Supplementary Report (on socio- history).
11. Glen Dirk Erf Swop: Amendment to Agreement

· Nothing new to report

12. Erf 797, Purple Rayn: The way forward

· Nothing new to report

13. Heritage Protection Overlay Zone: Comment on City Draft
· AS discussed at ExCo, this cannot be finalized until the Constantia LASDF is agreed on.

14. Old Constantia Police Station/Post Office: Update
· Per last LU meeting, John to write to Philip Smith requesting permission to access the City owned front façade to shore up the doorway.

15. No.4 Lasswade Rd: MPT meeting feedback from John
· Unfortunately, Antony Urbaniak (neighbour) was unable to connect to the virtual MPT meeting to make an oral submission
· The MPT chair was satisfied that the notification to neigbouring property owners had been procedurally correct, despite reports from the CRRA to the contrary.

· The MPT chair said that departures from the LAO/3 were permissible and that there were no deviations from the MSDF/SDF.

· The application was unanimously approved

16. Meeting with Kier Hennessy on 8th June (further discussion)
· Tracey said that John had indicated that Sheila Camerer wanted to restrict the CRRA representation. Mike McBride said he would not attend.  Sheila, John, Tracey and Camilla will attend, but Tracey said that it was likely that other CROCs EXCO members would want to be there. 
17. Erf 2324, No.14 Ladies Mile: MPT meeting

· It was agreed that the CRRA should make an oral submission only if there are objections by other property owners. This will only be disclosed once the MPT report is received.

18. Subdivision Barometer
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19. General: Nothing to report
20.  Next Meeting: To be advised
Minutes Approved:
Chairperson …………………………………. Date ……………………….

