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Minutes of the 70th Annual General Meeting of Members of the Constantia Ratepayers’ and Residents’ 

Association held on 24th November 2020 at 18h00 at Groot Constantia Wine Tasting & Sales venue, 

Constantia. 

 

Present: 

Sheila Camerer (Chairperson), Isabelle Franzen (Vice-chair), Robert Thorp (Treasurer), Gordon Chunnett 

Mike Eayrs, Dr Clive McDowell and John Hesom (Manager) 

There were 26 members present as per the attendance register. The Chairperson welcomed members and 

guests. A special welcome to Ward Councillor Liz Brunette and guest speaker Chris Marshall. 

Quorum: 

In terms of the CRRA Constitution, at least 10% of members present in person or by proxy constitutes a 

quorum, in this instance 43. There being only 26 members present, the Chairperson proposed that a 

‘Covid-19 quorum’ be adopted. Members resolved that the Constitution requirements for a quorum be 

waived and that the members present represent a quorum. 

 

1. Notice Convening the Meeting. 

Notices advertising the AGM were published in the Constantiaberg Bulletin, emailed and posted to 
members and also posted on social media platforms.  
The notice convening the meeting was taken as read. 

 
2. Apologies and Proxies 

4 apologies were received and no proxies. 
 

3. Confirmation of the minutes 

The minutes of the 69th Annual General Meeting held on 16th October 2019 were taken as read and 
were confirmed to be a true reflection of proceedings. This was moved by Mr Gordon Chunnett and 
seconded by Dr Clive McDowell. The minutes were signed by the Chairperson. 
 

4. Guest Speaker: Chris Marshall 
The Chairperson introduced Chris Marshall who gave a thought- provoking talk entitled 
‘Conversations with a City’. Salient points from the talk are as follows: 

• His views derive from conversations with friends, other ratepayer associations and activists. 

• He subscribes to the ‘Libertarian’ philosophy that ‘the smallest government is the best 
government’ 

• The City’s continued escalating rates/taxes/tariffs are not sustainable 

• The City has a cunning way of charging extras 

• Cape Town’s municipal cost as a % of GDP is disproportionately high compared with other 
cities around the world which is making it increasingly unattractive for investors 



• The City used to work for its citizens, now we work for the City 

• There are no meaningful measures of performance for officials and ratepayers are not asked 
for feedback 

• The City uses the legal system to defend itself against (performance) queries 

• There is a lot of secrecy around long-standing contracts and the appointment of officials  
Where to from here? 

• Re-invigorate the Greater Cape Town Civic Alliance – identify common goals 

• Use collective expertise to lobby the City at a high (political) level 

• Voting for independent councillors (rates boycotts are not constructive) 

• Ratepayers need to influence the principles and policies of those in power 
 

(Chris’s PowerPoint presentation is available on request from the CRRA manager) 
 
The Chairperson thanked Chris accordingly. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report. 

5.1 Tabling and Approval of the Annual Financial Statements. 

• The Treasurer advised that PKF Constantia Valley Inc. had submitted an Independent Auditors 

Report in respect of the financial statements for the year ended 31 August 2020. An extract of 

the audit report reflecting detailed income and expenditure and the balance sheet was 

discussed in a PowerPoint presentation. Copies of the annual financial statements were 

available to all members at the meeting and can be sent to members by email on request. 

• Balance sheet: 

o Current assets comprise cash in a Money Market account. The balance sheet reflects current 

assets of R428k of which R72k is CRRA reserves, the balance of R356k is ‘ring fenced’ for 

special projects 

• Liabilities: Provision for taxation (R133559) was a carry-over from 2019.  

• Income Statement 

o Membership fee revenue declined by 3,4% from 2019 this year.  

o There was no additional income for special projects and approximately R300k was paid out 

for such projects which contributed to the R42k deficit  

o There was a total deficit for the year of R333k of which R53k was attributable to CRRA 

operations and R270k for special projects. 

• Questions: Chris Rowan-Parry pointed out that these results paint a bleak picture and 

questioned whether the CRRA could be accused of trading recklessly and whether large 

‘special projects’ should be taken on? RT responded that the CRRA have adequate reserves 

for ‘special projects’ going forward and are therefore not insolvent. 

• The 2020 Annual Financial Statements were adopted nem con as moved by Isabelle Franzen 

and seconded by Gordon Chunnett. 

 

5.2  Presentation of Budget for 2020/2021 

• The budget is based on the assumption that membership numbers will increase slightly from 

the present 435 to 465. 

• No salary increase for the manager 



• Expenditure has been kept to a minimum increasing only slightly from R339k actual in 2020 

to R352k 

• A budget allowance of R50k has been included to make up for the projected deficit. 

Members were encouraged to consider making donations over and above membership fees 

• Membership fees will be retained at R600 per annum. 

• The 2020/21 Budget was adopted nem con as moved by Mike Eayrs and seconded by 

Isabelle Franzen 

5.3 Appointment of Auditor.  

The appointment of the firm PKF Constantia Valley Cape Town as the Association’s auditors 

for the ensuing year was approved by the members present.  

 
6 Chairperson’s Report 

Sheila Camerer gave a report on the activities of the CRRA Executive Committee and sub-

committees for the year. A copy of the report is included as an Annexure to these minutes. 

 

7 Ward Councillor Liz Brunette (LB) 

LB gave a summary of of a few items concerning Constantia: 

7.1 Baboon management 

• Many wine farm and private property owners had suffered as a result of baboon activities 

which had now spread across Constantia Nek and into Rhodes Drive  

• The newly appointed Baboon Management company (NCC) were not able to keep baboons 

out of the area resulting in a lot of damage. Hopefully the City will react appropriately.  

7.2 Street People: In terms of Covid-19 Regulation 70, informal dwellings cannot be removed. The City 

intends to deal with ‘squatting’ as soon as lockdown ends. 

7.3 Constantia Sports Complex:  

• The leases of the 4 clubs (Rugby, Tennis, Cricket, Bowls) are in the process of being 

renewed 

• Residents are encouraged to support the restaurants operated at 2 of the clubs (rugby and 

cricket) 

7.4 Impact of Covid-19 on City Operations 

• Certain work teams have been affected because the size is restricted in terms of Covid-19 

regulations. 

• Solid Waste department (garbage collection) was not affected.  

• City Parks was most impacted and residents are asked to ‘live with’ having long grass  

7.5 Constantia Local Area Spatial Development Framework (LASDF): LB congratulated the CRRA for 

producing a LASDF which was their reference for commenting on the City’s review of the Southern 

District Framework (SDF). The draft SDF has not yet been published, however there will be a public 

participation process once it has been. 

7.6 City By-Laws and Policies: LB reminded members that they were encouraged to comment on all 

strategic policies and By-laws etc. when they are drafted or amended. Notices are sent out, or 

alternatively the City’s website can be referred to (‘Have your Say’ button) 

 

 



8 Election of Executive Committee. 

The Chairperson confirmed that there were no new nominations for Executive Committee (ExCo) 

members. The under-mentioned existing members were proposed and seconded for election to the 

ExCo. They have accepted their nominations. The following members were all duly elected: 

Sheila Camerer, Isabelle Franzen, Robert Thorp, Gordon Chunnett, Mike Eayrs, Claire Lester and  Dr 

Clive McDowell 

  

9 General 

9.1 Asked about the damage caused by baboons in the ‘deep south’ compared with the north 

(Tokai/Constantia), Cllr Liz Brunette responded that NCC were responsible for limiting this and had 

a mandate to keep baboons out of residential areas. 

9.2 Colin Walker complained about the lack of the City’s service delivery as a result of Covid-19. He 

questioned why civic organizations were able to ‘make a plan’ to continue operating regardless of 

lockdown regulations while the City appear to look for excuses for non-performance. 

10 Closure 

Mike Eayrs (ExCo member) thanked members for attending in very trying circumstances and for their 

continued support. ExCo will continue their drive to increase membership despite the apathy which exists 

– he does not believe that there is resistance to the membership fees which equate to the price of 2 cups 

of coffee a month! Many people will often only respond when something ‘explosive’ which affects them 

directly happens. Existing members are asked to encourage their friends and neighbours to join what is a 

very worthwhile cause.  

Mike thanked Chris Marshall for an interesting talk. 

He thanked everyone for their attendance and invited them to enjoy a glass of wine or fruit juice. 

 

11 Groot Constantia 

A representative from Groot Constantia thanked people for attending saying that it was a farm for the 

community. An appeal was made to people to come and use the facilities at Groot Constantia which would 

help support the struggling wine industry. Nine of their wines had been rated in the ‘Top SA 100 Wines’ 

competition this year. This includes their ‘Lady of Abundance’ which is their first new blend in 10 years. 

 

 

Minutes signed as approved: 

 

 

Chairperson……………………………………………. Date ………………………… 

 


