
Constantia Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association 

2020 AGM – Chairperson’s Report 

Introduction 

Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to this 70th AGM of the CRRA. A particular 

welcome to the Ward Councillor for Constantia, Liz Brunette, who will address you later. 

Also our guest speaker, Chris Marshall who I will introduce later. 

 

I don’t need to tell you that this has been a most unusual year, but your Executive 

Committee has continued to serve the community although we have only recently started 

in-person meetings. 

As you may know, early in lockdown we decided to give our support to Constantia CAN 

(Community Action Network) by promoting the good work they do in providing food relief 

to poor communities. 

 

Obituaries 

Sadly, this year we lost 2 ExCo member stalwarts in Alec Pienaar and Chris Rousseau. Both 

were recognized by the City for contributions to the community by being honoured with 

Community Service Awards. 

Alec served on ExCo for 17 years, 10 of those as chairman. He was a lawyer by profession 

and passionate about justice for all in South Africa. He was a founder member of the DP and 

active local committee member for the DA. He was much loved for his generosity, warmth, 

kindness, hospitality, humour and optimism. 

Chris served on ExCo for 10 years, 7 of those as chair of the Land Use sub-committee. He 

had a passion for the history of Constantia particularly that of the many previously 

dispossessed families. He was a structural engineer and often had pragmatic solutions in 

considering planning matters. He will be remembered for his dedication, enthusiasm, 

knowledge and hard work as well as the cheerful disposition. 

 

Treasury 

 As with so many other organizations, this has not been a good year financially. You heard 

from our treasurer, Robert Thorp, that the Association made a net loss this year and we 

have had to dig into our reserves to cover costs. The problem is on the income side due to 

non-payment by existing members. 

The process of registering as a Public Benefit Organization with SARS for tax exemption 

came to a halt due to lockdown but will now be resumed. 

 

Land Use and Heritage 

Despite his ailing health, Chris Rousseau continued to provide valuable input on land use 

matters for as long as he could. This sub-committee is now in the capable hands of Isabelle 

Franzen as chairperson.  

The main focus has been to complete the development of a Local Area Spatial Development 

Framework for Constantia. The purpose of this project was to develop a vision and plan so 



that we could provide informed recommendations to the City for their review of the 

Southern District Plan. After many workshops, including with City planners, a final draft was 

produced in June. This was sent to members for comment and approval and we also sought 

input from families who were previously displaced from Constantia under the Group Areas 

Act. Member responses, including proposals from CHEP (Constantia Heritage and Education 

Project which is spearheaded by Claire Lester who has joined ExCo and her father, Rev Terry 

Lester) were incorporated into the recommendations officially submitted to the City in 

September. We were very pleased that all the officials involved were very impressed so 

hopefully this will ensure that the City and residents can now ‘talk the same language’ and 

have a common vision for Constantia. 

There was a significant decline in the number of planning applications this year, no doubt 

exacerbated by the pandemic. Some of the more interesting cases we have dealt with 

during the year include: 

• The BMW Motor Complex adjacent to the Emporium:  Through our interactions with 

the owners (Kherekar family) and their development team, the original design was 

modified to be more appropriate for the area. The factory style roof was eliminated, 

the overall height reduced and Ladies Mile elevations softened. An opinion poll 

indicated that most members would be satisfied if modifications were made. The 

application was approved by the MPT in August. 

• We were instrumental in having the proposed ‘Shoprite Checkers’ brand signage for 

the new shopping centre on the M3 changed to the toned-down                     

‘Constantia Emporium’ finally erected. 

• The Purple Rayn Boutique Hotel re-zoning application was refused by the City, 

essentially on the grounds that it was inappropriate for the area. The owners’ appeal 

of this decision appeal has not yet been heard. 

• The City continues to promote its densification policies as demonstrated at MPT 

meetings where the CRRA present strong arguments opposing applications but these 

are generally approved regardless. Hopefully the ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach will be 

changed if our Southern District Plan recommendations are adopted. 

• We were alarmed to receive notice from National Government listing their Priority 

Human Settlement and Housing Development areas which included Glen Alpine and 

Witteboomen. We have given our support to the City’s objections to National about 

this nonsensical suggestion. 

• Old Constantia Post Office: We have all our ducks in a row to start restoring this 

historic building – funding from the Simon vd Stel Foundation, City support, volunteer 

builders and a tenant in CHEP, however we need to get approval from the family who 

own a portion of the building. 

• The Academy of Maths Science & Technology made application for a temporary 

departure to allow the Commonground Church to erect several large tent structures 

on their property. They proposed to have up to 600 churchgoers on a Sunday as well 

as other events during the week. The CRRA objected on the grounds of noise 

pollution, traffic congestion, and aesthetics. You may have read in the Constantiaberg 

Bulletin last week that the MPT refused the application – a victory for residents’ rights. 



 

 
 
Water Management & Fire Protection 
 

There was some anxiety about the late start of the rains this year, however since July there 

has been little to do other than report on the excellent rainfall and dam levels. We have 

asked City about their long-term water storage plans and were reminded that the building 

of dams is a National responsibility. 

 

ExCo member Gordon Chunnett, who chairs this portfolio, attended a meeting between 
Cabinet Minister Barbara Creecy, SANParks and Table Mountain National Parks User groups 
to address the breakdown in relationships between them. It appears that nothing has really 
improved although the new SANParks CEO is now trying to change the corporate culture 
and attitude of officials.  
There were fewer wildfires in CapeTown last summer season and arson incidents declined. 
Although SANParks have created a few firebreaks in Cecilia Forest, we believe that far more 
are required.  
  
Green Environment 

We were very fortunate in having Dr Clive McDowell, with his credentials and enthusiasm, 

agreeing to join ExCo and manage this portfolio. He has been instrumental in a number of 

initiatives including: 

• Getting the City agree to a maximum 2m mowing strip on the of verges on the 

M3 to a 2m strip  

• Saving a bank of endangered silverleaf trees from being destroyed by future 

construction at Schoenstatt 

• Supervising a trial of tree pruning in the Constantia Village parking area to 

eliminate the ‘lollipop’ look and allow them to grow. 

We have been actively involved in the various stakeholder meetings on baboon 

management. In February we held a more specific meeting with Constantia farm owners, 

Ward councillors and City officials to try and find solutions to the baboon problems which 

are threatening the viability of the farms as wine producers and tourist attractions. 

Unfortunately to date there has been no satisfactory resolution. 

  

Roads and Traffic 

Road re-surfacing, which was happening according to the agreed schedule, ground to a halt 

in April with the onset of lockdown regulations. Maintenance operations have started again 

now. 

 

Security 

Crime incidents in Constantia have been at their lowest levels for a long time thanks to the 

efforts of Constantia Watch – ExCo member Gordon Chunnett, also serves on their 

management team so we receive first hand reports. 



The issue of homeless people in Constantia came to the fore this year with a substantial 

increase of beggars and the proliferation of squatter camps clearly the result of job losses 

due to Covid-19 and exacerbated by the early release of 6000 ‘low risk’ prisoners from 

Pollsmoor Prison. Homeless people have established themselves in Constantia because the 

public provides resources and we will continue to remind residents not to do this but to 

rather donate to organizations that provide a comprehensive service or the U-Turn voucher 

system. 

ExCo has been pro-active in attempting to address the homeless people issue. To this end 

Julian Leibman, who joined ExCo in August, arranged a meeting with Cape Town Central CID 

who have been successful in dealing with similar challenges.  The upshot was the need to 

establish a Displaced Persons Unit dedicated to Constantia and moves are afoot to do this, 

but funding will be required.  

 Marketing and Communications 

We realize that the CRRA does not publicize and celebrate their successes sufficiently so 

that the residents know what goes on ‘behind the scenes’. People perceive that no action is 

being taken because, for example, they still see squatters next to the Emporium. 

Unfortunately lack of funding means that we no longer have a marketing assistant to post 

daily snippets on Facebook about what is going on in the valley, although she does help 

voluntarily from time to time. 

It is the intention to do more opinion surveys to generate interest in issues that affect 

peoples’ environment and hopefully that way increase membership.  

General 

We submitted an assertive letter of comment on the City’s Adjustment to the Revenue and 

Expenditure Framework in line with other like-minded Ratepayer Associations. In a nutshell, 

we argued that the City cannot continue to increase rates to cover its salary increases 

(above the inflation rate) and offer more positions in an already bloated bureaucracy whilst 

the majority of ratepayers and citizens of Cape Town are hard-pressed to make ends meet 

in these challenging times. 

Closing 

Thanks to our hard working Executive Committee for their contributions and support during 

the past year and the manger John Hesom who always ‘goes the extra mile’ to further the 

interests of the CRRA. People often forget that this is a voluntary service for the sake of 

sustaining and improving the Constantia lifestyle for the community. 


